[Treatment of malignant lymphoma with single administration of BH-AC (N4-behenoyl-1-beta-D-arabinofuranosylcytosine].
Twenty-two patients with malignant lymphoma and its allied diseases, consisting of 6 with Hodgkin's disease, 10 with non-Hodgkin's's diffuse lymphoma, 4 with leukemic lymphosarcoma and 2 with immunoblastic lymphadenopathy, were entered into this study. The treatment schedule was intravenous drip infusion of the drug, at a dose of 2.3 to 5.4 mg/kg (150 mg to 300 mg/day), for consecutive 4 to 14 days. The total dose given ranged from 1050 to 2500 mg. Four of the 6 patients with Hodgkin's disease and 5 of the 10 patients with non-Hodgkin's diffuse lymphoma showed a good response. The response started from 3 to 7 days after beginning of BH-AC administration and remission induced by BH-AC persisted for 4 weeks. Clinical toxicities such as anorexia, nausea and vomiting were very mild, but hematological toxicities such as thrombocytopenia, leukopenia, and anemia were frequent especially in the patients who were totally given more than 2100 mg. This study suggested that malignant lymphoma responded definitely to single administration of BH-AC and that BH-AC might be a new useful drug for multi-combined chemotherapy of malignant lymphoma.